The real minimum wage falls as inflation rises, representing

less purchasing power for minimum wage earnings

Minimum wage from 1938 to 2012
in nominal dollars and inflation-adjusted 2012 dollars

512.00 $12.00
510.00 -~ r 510.00
58.00 r 58.00
S6.00 - L %600
$4.00 - L 44,00
52.00 - r %2.00
50.00 ~ %0.00

o o i o o oy o g g i oy < o < s A
B T % % H R H R OB % % Y B % % %
=== nominal min wage = minimum waee in 2012 dollars

View the minimum wage from 1938 to 2012 data

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Wage & Hour Division, www.dol.gov/whd/minwage/chart.htm
Unflation adjusted using CPI-W, annual averages 1938 to 2012, bls.gov/cpi
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View the real GDP per capita compared to real minimum wage, 1930 to 2012 data

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, www.bea.gov
Mid-year population estimates from U.S. Census Bureau, www.census.gov

11n 2012 dollars, Chained GDP Deflator
2In 2012 dollars CPI-W, annual averages 1928 to 2012, bls.gov/cpi
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