
Generation X

For a few more y ears, Gen Xers are projected to remain the “middle child” of generations –

caught between two larger generations of the Millennials and the Boomers. They  are smaller than

Millennials because the generational span of Gen X (16 y ears) is shorter than the Millennials (17

y ears). Also, the Gen Xers were born during a period when Americans were hav ing fewer

children than later decades. When Gen Xers were born, births av eraged around 3.4 million per

y ear, compared with the 3.9 million annual rate during the 1980s and 1990s when Millennials

were born.

Though the oldest Gen Xer is now 50, the Gen X population will still grow for a few more y ears.

The Gen X population is projected to outnumber the Boomers in 2028 when there will be 64.6

million Gen Xers and 63.7  million Boomers. The Census Bureau projects that the Gen X

population will peak at 65.8 million in 2018.

Baby Boomers

Baby  Boomers hav e alway s had an outsized presence compared with other generations. They

were the largest generation and peaked at 7 8.8 million in 1999.

There were a projected 7 5.4 million Boomers in 2014. By  midcentury , the Boomer population

will dwindle to 16.6 million.


